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I Costas left us in January 2022.

I Just a few days before his 70th birthday.

I He graduated from the Physics Dept. of the University of
Athens in 1973.

I Between 1973 and 1975 he served in the Cyprus army as an
artillery officer.

I He suffered the painful experience of the 1974 Turkish invasion
and the loss of his home.

I He came to Paris to the ENS Graduate School in Sept. 1975.
He was highly recommended to me by Fokion Hadjioannou.
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I He ranked first in the qualifying exams (DEA) and started his
thesis work in 1976. He proved to be one of the very best
students I ever had.

I He obtained his PhD in 1978 and 1981 and entered CNRS,
first in Ecole Polytechnique and later in Ecole Normale.

I He was a post-doc at CERN, Berkeley and later staff member
at CERN.

I He was Director of the ENS Lab between 2010 and 2014.

I He has published almost 200 papers. I will mention very few,
with emphasis on his early works which other speakers may not
cover.



I He ranked first in the qualifying exams (DEA) and started his
thesis work in 1976. He proved to be one of the very best
students I ever had.

I He obtained his PhD in 1978 and 1981 and entered CNRS,
first in Ecole Polytechnique and later in Ecole Normale.

I He was a post-doc at CERN, Berkeley and later staff member
at CERN.

I He was Director of the ENS Lab between 2010 and 2014.

I He has published almost 200 papers. I will mention very few,
with emphasis on his early works which other speakers may not
cover.



I He ranked first in the qualifying exams (DEA) and started his
thesis work in 1976. He proved to be one of the very best
students I ever had.

I He obtained his PhD in 1978 and 1981 and entered CNRS,
first in Ecole Polytechnique and later in Ecole Normale.

I He was a post-doc at CERN, Berkeley and later staff member
at CERN.

I He was Director of the ENS Lab between 2010 and 2014.

I He has published almost 200 papers. I will mention very few,
with emphasis on his early works which other speakers may not
cover.



I He ranked first in the qualifying exams (DEA) and started his
thesis work in 1976. He proved to be one of the very best
students I ever had.

I He obtained his PhD in 1978 and 1981 and entered CNRS,
first in Ecole Polytechnique and later in Ecole Normale.

I He was a post-doc at CERN, Berkeley and later staff member
at CERN.

I He was Director of the ENS Lab between 2010 and 2014.

I He has published almost 200 papers. I will mention very few,
with emphasis on his early works which other speakers may not
cover.



I He ranked first in the qualifying exams (DEA) and started his
thesis work in 1976. He proved to be one of the very best
students I ever had.

I He obtained his PhD in 1978 and 1981 and entered CNRS,
first in Ecole Polytechnique and later in Ecole Normale.

I He was a post-doc at CERN, Berkeley and later staff member
at CERN.

I He was Director of the ENS Lab between 2010 and 2014.

I He has published almost 200 papers. I will mention very few,
with emphasis on his early works which other speakers may not
cover.



Early works in QCD
I suggested to Costas (together with Laurent Baulieu) as a first
thesis topic, to find a field theory derivation of the AP-DGL
equations.



Early works in QCD

I Costas became soon an expert in Quantum Field Theory, but
also in the phenomenology of QCD.

I He published more than a dozen papers in this field and for
some years he was giving the QCD course at the ENS
Graduate School as well as lectures at summer schools.

I He established relations with the Saclay members of the CDHS
collaboration and was instrumental in the analysis of the
neutrino-nucleon deep inelastic scattering data.
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Early works in QCD



Last work with a phenomenological content:



Grand Unified Theories



Supersymmetry - Supergravity

Dozens of papers covering all aspects of the field, from the
mathematical properties to specific applications.
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Supersymmetry - Supergravity

The first idea of what became known as “The no-scale
supergravity”.



Supersymmetry - Supergravity



String theory

Costas’ main research field since 1985.



I In our field we are lucky because occasionally we have the
opportunity to meet some rare characters.

I I had the good fortune to have a few exceptional students.

I Costas was certainly one of them, but he was also, like the
others, an example of Gibbon’s dictum:

“The power of instruction is seldom of much efficacy, except in
those happy dispositions where it is almost superfluous.”
Edward Gibbon (1737-1794)
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Recently, Luis Alvarez-Gaumé asked me to write something in a
collection of memories for Costas. I copy:

If I had to find a single word to describe Costas I would choose
“thirst”. He was thirsty for everything. Physics first, naturally. His
enthusiasm knew no limits. Every new project he was working at
was always better than any previous one, to be surpassed only by
the next project. But also thirst for life. He wanted to try
everything and enjoy everything starting with eating and drinking.
He was always in a great hurry, as if he knew that time would be
short and the happy days were counted.



A few pictures

Dinner at the occasion of Jean-Loup Gervais’ retirement and
Eugene Cremmer’s 60th birthday, Paris 2002



A few pictures

In my place, Christmas 2004.



A few pictures

In my place, Christmas 2005.



A few pictures

A night visit to the Rungis market, 25/11/2006.



A few pictures

In my place, Christmas 2006.



A few pictures

Dinner in my place with other joyful Greeks, 30/01/2010.



I To a certain extent, each one of us uses physics as a way to
escape from the real world.

I We enter the world of Quantum Mechanics and Quantum
Gravity in order to forget the problems of our everyday life.

I Costas was no exception. In these pictures I see Costas I want
always to remember:

I Enjoying life, still in full possession of all his powers.
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