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PHYSICS REPORTS (Section C of Physics Letters) 19, no. 6 (1975) 295-357. NORTH-HOLLAND PUBLISHING COMPANY

QUANTUM FIELD THEORY IN CURVED SPACETIME®

Bryce S. DeWITT
Center for Relativity, Department of Physics, University of Texas, Austin, Texas, USA

Received February 1975

Abstract:

Quantum field theory predicts a number of unusual physical effects in non-Minkowskian manifolds (flat or curved) that have
no immediate analogs in Minkowski spacetime. The following examples are reviewed: (1) The Casimir effect; (2) Radiation from
accelerating conductors; (3) Particle production in manifolds with horizons, including both stationary black holes and black holes
formed-by collapse. In the latter examples curvature couples directly to matter through the stress tensor and induces the creation

of real particles. However, it also induces serious divergences in the vacuum stress. These divergences are analyzed, and methods
for handling them are reviewed.
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2.4. The Casimir effect as a problem in manifold structure. The massless scalar field

The method of computation in the above examples, in which we simply pick a set of basis func-
tions appropriate to the desired boundary conditions, underscores the fact that even the Casimir
effect is very much a problem of Riemannian manifold structure. In each case we pick a different
Riemannian manifold — a slab, a half-space, or Minkowski space — and the properties of the va-
cuum depend on our choice. This prompts us to ask whether the properties we have found depend
primarily on the manifold or are peculiar to the electromagnetic field. To answer this question in
general would require the opening up of a whole new line of research. I can only report here on
what I have found in the case of one other field, the massless scalar field.

What boundary conditions should one impose at the edges of a slab-manifold in the case of a
scalar field? Setting the field equal to zero there would seem to be a natural procedure. And yet
this leaves one with an uneasy feeling. What is the analog of a conductor in the case of a scalar
field? In electromagnetic theory we know what a conductor is, both from years of experiment
and years of model building. We do not hesitate to impose the standard boundary conditions for
the electric and magnetic fields, because we know that the theory is consistent on many levels.
Indeed, Boyer [5], in his study of the Casimir effect, has suggested that the electromagnetic field
is unique — that there is no calculable analog of the Casimir effect for fields of other spin. Well,
what are the facts?
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Digression: Hamiltonian BFV-BRST approach: Quartet Mechanism
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Published online 4 May 2006 | Nature | doi:10.1038/news060501-7
Popular physics myth is all at sea

Does the ghostly Casimir effect really cause ships to attract each other?

Philip Ball
Z Some stories are just too good to be true. And according to physicist Fabrizio Pinto, that's exactly the case
“We have caught g oo totishsed by lviics SRR s Casimir efi
physicistsin the for an analogy routinely used by physicists to illustrate the mysterious Casimir effect.
very act of

The Casimir effect is a strange force of attraction seen between two surfaces separated by empty space. And
it has become almost obligatory for popular artickes on the subject to mention that the same effect also
operates between shps lying close together in a strong swell.

creatingamyth.”

This notion stems from an article published in 1996 by Dutch scientist Sipko Boersima!. He pointed out that the French nautical writer P.
C. Caussée stated i his 1836 book The Album of the Mariner that two ships should not be moored too close together because they are
attracted one towards the other by a certain force of attraction. Boersima suggested that this early observation could be described by a
phenomenon analogous to the Casimir effect,
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